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Kim DiVine with Jana Losey 
When: 7 p.m. Jan. 27 
Where: Hot Java Cafe, 11738 Carmel Mountain
Road, Carmel Mountain Ranch 
Admission: Free 
Info: (858) 673-7111 
Web: www.myspace.com/hotjavacafe
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 DiVine  aims  to  stay  busy  on
local  music  scene  

By: JIM TRAGESER - Staff Writer

Only in San Diego County for a little
over a year, Kim DiVine has quickly
established herself as one of the
most visible artists in the local music
scene. A regular at a handful of open
mic nights and working furiously to
get herself booked for billed shows,
DiVine also released an album last
spring, "Hummingbird," under her
family name of DiVincenzo.

In the six months since, she's
adopted a shorter, easier-to-
remember stage name, and kept
busy writing more songs for another
CD, which will be her fourth.
And yet none of it might have come
about if not for a professor in need of
someone to write a manual for the
school's new audio recording lab.
"It all happened when I was a senior
at Fairfield University (Connecticut),"
DiVine wrote in an e-mail response
to a question about when she
realized she was going to be a
professional musician.

"I was able to do an independent
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"I was able to do an independent
study because I had taken all the
necessary classes. At the time, I was
involved in the film/TV/radio
department and the department
director was helping me think of
some ideas. He said, 'Don’t  you sing
and write songs?' At this point I had
written about 1 1/2 songs and they
had never left my bedroom. I said,
'Well, kind of.' So he suggested I
record a demo CD of my original
songs and learn their new recording
program, 'Pro Tools.' No one really
knew how to use it, so as part of the
class I would help them write a
manual on it and get graded.

"I was so scared about the project
but I knew I had to do it. After one
semester, it was complete and I had
my first six-song CD titled 'Bits and
Pieces.' I was amazed by what I was
able to do in such a short time, and I
got some wonderful feedback from
others.

"It was at that point that I felt I had to
keep going with this songwriting
thing. I now go back and listen to
that CD and it sounds incredibly
rough and dated (it is available on
iTunes), but at the time it was the
coolest thing ever to me."

She had only begun writing her own
songs her sophomore year at
Fairfield, the same time she began
learning to play guitar, but had
become involved in music through
musical theater in high school. While
growing up in Holden, Mass., both of
her parents were musically inclined, DiVine said ---- with her father writing a song for
her when she was little.

DiVine's own philosophy of songwriting is to aim for quality rather than numbers.

"I try to work longer on songs that I think will be great and trash the rest," she wrote,
"I would say I have 25 strong ones and 20 more unfinished attempts."
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After a busy 2006, DiVine said she has no plans to slow down in '07.

"I have a lot I want to accomplish this year. I plan to record some demos of my new
material and possibly put together an acoustic EP. I hope to tour/travel more as well,
and keep writing songs that keep getting better and better."
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